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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TSPA, PFOR, UN 

SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE LEGAL: DIRECT BROADCASTING 
BY SATELLITES 

1. DBS WORKING GROUP OF LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE COMPLETED 
WORK FOR THIS SESSION ON DBS PRINCIPLES EARLY SATURDAY 
MORNING MAY 25. HEAVILY BRACKETED TEXTS OF FIVE PRIN- 
CIPLES, ON APPLICABILITY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, RIGHTS AND 
BENEFITS OF STATES, INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, STATE 
RESPONSIBILITY, AND PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES, 

WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN SUBCOMMITTEE'S REPORT TO OUTER 
SPACE COMMITTEE. TEXTS BEING AIRPOUCHED. 

2. DURING COURSE OF LENGTHY DEBATE ON DBS US DELREINTERATED 
USG VIEW THAT: (A) DBS DOES NOT TODAY CONSTITUTE A THREAT 
TO ANYONE, THAT IT MAY NEVER BECOME ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE, 
AND HENCE THAT URGENT FT LABOR ATTON OF PRINCIPLES 

IS NOT ESSENTIAL; (B) TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOP 

MENTS MAY ALLOW ELIMINATION OF ALL SPILLOVER PROBLEMS; 
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GOVERNMENT CONTROL AT THE RECEIVING END OF A BROAD- 
CAST, IF ONE IS INCLINED TO DO SO; (D) WE ARE 
FULLY PREPARED TO RESPECT THE TECHNICAL RESTRAINTS ON 
BROADCASTING UNDER THE ITU CONVENTION AND READIO REGULATIONS, 
BUT WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT GOVERNMENTAL RESTRAINTS 
ON THE INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT; (E) WE CANNOT 
ACCEPT GENERAL ASSERTIONS OF STATE SOVEREIGHNTY AS THE 
SOLE ELEMENT TO BE CONSIDERED AS A JUSTIFICATION FOR 
ANY AND ALL RESTRICTIONS, OR AS A LEGAL PRINCIPLE WHICH 
COMPLETELY OVERRIDES ALL OTHERS; AND (F) NEITHER 
THE USG NOR THE PRIVATE MEDIA IN THE US HAVE TO OUR KNOW- 
LEDGE ANY PLANS TO DEVELOP. BUILD OR LAUNCH A SATELLITE 
CAPABLE OF DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING. 

3. CANADIAN DEL AGAIN CALLED ATTENTION TO DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN CANADIAN-SWEDISH APPROACH TO PRIOR CONSENT THROUGH 
ITU MODEL AND THE SOVIET PROPOSAL WHICH FOCUSES ON 
PROGRAM CONTENT. THE SOVDEL STRONGLY ASSERTED NEED 
FOR RESTRICTIONS ON ANY PROGRAM CONTENT THAT WAS NOT 
DESIRABLE FOR A PARTICULAR LOCAL AUDIENCE, ALTHOUGH 
WITHIN THOSE PARAMETERS INFORMATION AND IDEAS COULD BE 
FREELY EXCHANGED (SIC). 

5. COMMENT: GENERAL TENOR WITHIN LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE 
WORKING GROUP ON DBS WAS CAUTIOUS SATISFACTION THAT 
SOME SPECIFIC LANGUAGE, HOWEVER HEAVILY BRACKETED, 

WAS FINALLY BEING DISCUSSED, AND THAT AT LAST THE EFFORT 
TO DRAFT A FINAL TEXT HAD BEGUN. FEW ILLUSTIONS EXIST 
REGARDING DIFFICULTIES WHICH LIE AHEAD IN SEARCH FOR 
AGREEMENT, BUT MOST DELS ARE PLEASED TO HAVE MADE A 
START.DALE 
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